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Research Abstract

This research studies the principle of "causality" according to Imam Al-
Ghazali and Ibn Taymiyyah. After presenting Imam Al-Ghazali's discourse
on "causality," I concluded that the essence of this principle according to
him is that Allah the Most High creates the effects in conjunction with
their causes, not through them, and that the connection between them is a

habitual connection that may be severed (but need not be).

Subsequently, I established two important principles in my research:
the first is that "no incident occurs except by the eternal power of Allah
the Most High," and the second is "the impossibility of two agents jointly
affecting a single effect." Then I discussed Imam Al-Ghazali's principle
of "causality” in light of these two principles, which both scriptural and
rational evidence have combined to establish. I concluded that this principle
according to Imam Al-Ghazali is in agreement with both revealed and
rational knowledge, and that contradicting it would necessarily entail

contradicting both.

I then presented Ibn Taymiyyah's doctrine on "causality,” and quoted
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his assertion of real influence through actual generation between the
contingent cause and the effect, his rejection of Imam Al-Ghazali's doctrine,
and his accusation that it contradicts the wisdom of Allah the Most High in

His legislation.

Additionally, I analyzed the discourse of the Hadrami researcher
Ahmad Al-Talaba in his comparison between Imam Al-Ghazali's doctrine
and Ibn Taymiyyah's doctrine, and then clarified the aspects of his preference

for Ibn Taymiyyah's doctrine over Imam Al-Ghazali's doctrine.

I subsequently discussed these preferences, and it became clear to me
that they contradict both reason and revealed knowledge, thus invalidating
their preference. This demonstrated the correctness of Imam Al-Ghazali's
doctrine on this matter and its agreement with both rational and revealed

knowledge.

Keywords: Causality - Cause — Power - Influence.
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