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Research Summary

This research examines the institution of Dar al-Fatwa in the Lebanese
Republic, focusing on its general guardianship over Sunni Muslims. The study is
structured into five main sections:

1. The first section provides a historical overview of the management of
public religious affairs and the foundations of its organization.

2. The second section analyzes the characterization of Dar al-Fatwa,
considering whether it can be defined as a collection of partial mandates (wilayat
juze'yya), a legal entity, or, as the researcher concludes, a composite general mandate
(Wilayah 'amma murakkaba).

3. The third section investigates the sources of Dar al-Fatwa's legitimacy,
examining both the continuation of previous authorization through the extension
of old religious mandates and the initiation of new authorization and subsequent
delegation.

4. The fourth section explores the limits of obedience to Dar al-Fatwa,
distinguishing between those directly addressed and those addressed through
general discourse. This section includes a case study of Dar al-Fatwa's decision to
close mosques during the COVID-19 pandemic.

5. The final section provides a comprehensive categorization of those subject
to Dar al-Fatwa's general mandate.

The research concludes that Dar al-Fatwa in Lebanon is best characterized

as an "independent mandate," positioned below the historical supreme mandate



A et KO

(alwilaya al'uzma) of the ruler but above partial mandates. Its legitimacy is
uncontested by other religious movements, associations, or parties. However, the
study emphasizes that the continued relevance of this unifying institution for
Muslims requires renewal.

key words:

Dar al-Fatwa - Judiciary - Iftaa (Islamic ruling), Lebanon - Wilayah (mandate)

- Marja'iyya (religious authority)
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