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Research Summary

The research investigates the alignment between the contemporary medical
view of brain death as the end of life and the perspectives of Fuqahaa (Islamic legal
scholars) on this issue. The concept of death presents a complex interplay between
the soul and the body. Additionally, the lack of absolute clarity in the scientific
understanding, and the traditional perception of death as the cessation of both
soul function and heartbeat, complicate the matter. These factors contribute to the
diverse opinions held by Fuqahaa.

Some Fuqahaa concur with the modern medical definition of death. Others,
however, maintain that permanent cessation of both heart and soul function is
necessary. They argue that life is the default state, and this certainty can only be
overturned by another certainty - complete and irreversible cessation of all bodily
functions.

A third group occupies a middle ground between these two positions. The
researcher leans towards the logic and strength of the first opinion, acknowledging
the expertise of medical professionals in determining death. The research draws
upon rulings by Figh Councils, medical conferences, and contemporary research

on brain death.
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