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% : Research Summary ! %

Islamic jurists and scholars of principles of Islamic jurisprudence have different
thoughts regarding to the authority of role models behavior, in terms of their speech,
actions, approval, and their legitimacy as well as validity of following them. Majority
of opinions tend to accept legitimation of imitating role models in their behavior and
actions by laymen. This legitimacy of the authority comes from being role models are the
inheritors of prophets and the carriers of their message.

However, the permissibility of this authority of the actions of role models and the
legality of imitating them have to be under rules and conditions to follow them safely,
accurately, and reliable as role models are not infallible.

Induction of Islamic texts, as well as principles of rulings and their details, shows that
the Law giver gives a special interest to the actions of role model, that is different from
laymen actions, because of the serious position of the role model and his great impact on
thoughts of laymen. This requires role model to pay attention to his actions and behavior.
Also, his speech, actions, and approval have to be aligned with Shari’a, because laymen take
him as a pretext for their behavior. Thus, his upright behavior is the world’s righteousness,
and his immoral behavior causes the corruption in the world.

Keywords: role model, authority of actions, layman, Islamic conditions, principles of

rulings.
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